
Strategic overview 

Turn 35: Strategic Considerations 

Situational analysis 

 

Nothing much has happened during the German phase of this turn. 

 A minor German breakthrough of the Kalinin Front has occurred northwest of Rhzev. 

 The Germans did not follow the Soviets withdrawing south of stalino. 

Losses are light, with only 63 German AFV + SP/AC’s lost for 45 soviet ones. However, another 60.000 men 

and 800 guns has made it into the German OoB. The Germans have not increased their numbers of AFV’s or 

aircraft in any significant way. 

Axis VP advantage is 3.8 to 1.   



The North 

 



Situational Assessment 

East of Lake Ladoga, the Finns have reconnected with the Soviet defenses in the far eastern part of the 

frontline. 

North of Novgorod, the Germans still have a strong presence, with seven Infantry divisions and one 

Motorized division. 

Planning 

My plans for this area are quite simple. I will attack a lone Finnish infantry regiment at the far eastern end 

of the frontline, but otherwise focus on digging holes in the ground. 

In the air, I have assigned a dogfighter airfield (with Yak 7A’s) to the area, as well as an airfield attack 

airfield. For now both are building strength, so I will only attack the Finnish airfields by night. Later on, I will 

move the two airfields north and try a daytime attack on the Finnish airfields with heavy fighter cover. 

Execution 

I think the most interesting thing that can be said of developments on the northern front is the attack 

report against the lone Finnish regiment. 

 

  



The Center 

 

 

 

 



Situation Assessment 

The Germans have made a minor breakthrough against the westernmost of the Kalinin Front armies (the 

29th Army). Only one weak Panzer division has moved through the gap in my lines, and the gap itself is held 

by two Motorized divisions with a total defensive CV of 9=10. I spy no Axis armor behind the German lines 

ready to exploit the situation. 

Other than that, the majority of my forces are spending their time digging in for the future. 

Planning 

I will be a little more active here, as I will attempt to push the two German Motorized divisions back, thus 

encircling the German Panzer division. I have no doubt that the Panzer will break through the encirclement 

come next turn, but at least for one turn it will be encircled. 

I will also move significant reserves into the area behind the German breakthrough, so that any exploitation 

of it come next turn will be difficult. In order to help with the battle, I will also be moving two Tactical 

Bombing airfields north from the Western Front. That should provide some 200 extra IL-2’s come next turn. 

I will also be resetting “Refit” status on STAVKA and then setting the reserves moved forward this way to 

“Refit”. 

Otherwise, I will simply continue to build my defenses as best I can. 

Execution 

The attack on the German Motorized divisions were a success of sorts in that I did beat them and forced 

them to retreat. What I had not counted on was that they retreated northwards into what then became a 

pocket. However, the Germans to the south of the pocket holds some 33 offensive CV and will be able to 

push through easily come next turn. As a result, I have not placed anything in the hex I just took. The final 

battle against the Motorized units was a little interesting because of the high presence of both German AA 

and AT units. 

 

South of Moscow, both the 20th Army and the 1st Shock Army has been placed into local reserve, in case of 

a German Panzer attack in this area. 

Below is an image of the front at Rzhev, as I give the turn to Pelton. 



 

 

 

 

 

  



The South 

 



Situational Assessment 

In the South, the only interesting development is the disappearance of the German Panzers. 

Recon has revealed, that two of them are in Stalino/Gorlovka but that still leave some four or five that has 

simply vanished. However, far to the west, on the railline from Dnepropetrovsk to Kirovograd there are 

German units stacked with what I have dubbed “Peltons Worm”, the string of airfields and HQ he places on 

the southern rail lines. At the beginning of my turn, one of these units showed the Panzer tactical symbol, 

but after extensive reconnaissance, I have no further information.  

 

 

Planning 

Assuming these “Mystery” German units are the German Panzers going west by rail, I have decided to 

attack them by air one last time. This quite intrigues me, as I have never done any real air attacks on units 

loaded onto rail before, and I have no idea of what kind of result I can expect. 

Other than this attack, I will spend my time digging in all over the front. 

Execution 

The attacks on the German units at Kirovograd proved that they are in fact the missing Panzers (by reading 

the reports), but no result came of the attacks at all. 

Instead, I have spent the turn digging in. As part of my fortification efforts, both the 9th and the 19th Armies 

of the Southrn Front has been pulle doff the line and placed in reserve. 

Below is an image of the situation at Crimea as I end my turn. 



 

 

  



Conclusion 

Nothing much has happened this turn, as the Germans have withdrawn their prime divisions for R&R back 

in Germany. I realize that I just have to wait and prepare for whatever the Germans decide to do next.  

 


